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In the drawing of an equipment, 304/304L was considered as material. During construction, the inspector 
noticed that only 304 was used. 

When he asked why, he heard: "I didn't do anything wrong. As you see in the drawing, 304/304L is 
mentioned that means 304 or 304L can be used, and I've used 304!"
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Let's first look at what 304/304L is. This material is also called dual marking or dual certified and it can 
simply be said that this material is both 304 and 304L. 

At the first glance, it may seem strange because the letter L indicates that stainless steel is low carbon, i.e. 
rather than 0.08 percent carbon in 304, we have a maximum of 0.03 percent carbon in 304L and the 
question arises as to how can this be achieved? Is the material both 304 and 304L?
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With care in annealing practice, it is possible to produce 304 with low 
enough carbon to meet  the 304L specification yet with high enough 
yield strength to meet 304 requirements. 
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In addition to dual marking, you may also encounter multiple marking or see on a pipe that says: 
A53/A106/API 5L
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If you are interested in this topic, I suggest that you look at the third appendix of the ASME BPVC 
Sec. II, Part A in which the do’s and don'ts are examined. 
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